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THE  CATECHISM. 


FIRST  SERIES. 

1.  What  is  your  name  ? 
A.  B. 

2.  Who  gave  you  that  name  ? 
My  father. 

3.  When  did  he  give  you  that  name  ? 

When  he  gave  me  up  to  be  blessed  by  the 
elders  of  the  church. 

4.  How  long  will  you  retain  the  name  you  now 

have  ? 
Until  I  receive  a  new  one.     , 

5.  When  will  you  receive  a  new  name  ? 
When  once  I  have  proved  myself  a  child  of 

God. 
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f>.   Can  you  prove  it  P 

Yes.  Rev.  ii.  17.  To  him  that  overcomcth 
will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,  and 
will  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a 
new  name. 

7.  Hath  ■  God  given  to  any  man  a  new  name  on 

earth  ? 
Yes. 

8.  To  whom  did  he  give  a  neiv  name  ." 
To  Jacob. 

9.  Can  you  prove  it  ? 

Yes.  Gen.  xxxv.  10.  And  God  said  nuto 
him,  thy  name  shall  not  be  called  any  more 
Jacob,  but  Israel  shall  be  thy  name. 

10.  Who  hath  the  greatest  name?   ' 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God. 

1 1 .  Can  you  prove  it  9 

Yes.  Phil.  ii.  9.  Wherefore  God  hath  highly 
exalted  him  and  given  him  a  name  which  is 
above  every  name. 

12.  Who  is  the  Father  of  Jesus  Christ  ? 
God  Almighty. 

13.  Was  he  known  to  our  fathers  by  any  other 
name  ? 

Yes. 
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14.  To  whom  ? 

To  Moses  by  the  name  of  Jehovah. 

15.  Can  you  prove  it  ? 

Yes.  Exod.  vi.  3.  And  I  appeared  uuto 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  by  the  name  of 
God  Almighty.  But  by  my  name  Jehovah 
was  I  not  known  to  them. 

16.  Hath  he  any  other  name  than  these  ? 

Yes.  Psal.  cxi.  9.  He  hath  commanded  his 
covenant  for  ever:  holy  and  reverend  is  his  name. 

17.  Is  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  be  feared? 
Yes.     Deuteronomy  xxviii.  53.     That  thou 

mayest  fear  this  glorious  and  fearful  name,  the 
Lord  thy  God. 

18.  Both  the  Lord  put  his  name  in  any  of  his 
servants ? 

19.  In  what  servants  doth  he  put  his  name! 
In  his  angels. 

20.  Can  you  prove  it  ? 

Yes..  Exod.  xxiii.  20,  21.  Behold  I  send 
an  angel  before  thee.  Beware  of  him,  for  he 
will  not  pardon  thy  transgressions,  for  my 
name  is  in  him. 
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21.  Hath  fallen  angels  a  name  ? 
Yes. 

22.  Can  you  prove  it  ? 

Yes.  Revelations  ix.  11.  And  they  had  a 
king  over  them  which  is  the  angel  of  the  bot- 
tomless pit,  whose  name  in  the  Hebrew  tongue 
is  Abaddon. 

23.  Hath  unclean  spirits  a  name} 
Yes. 

24.  Can  you  prove  it  ? 

Yes.  Mark  v.  9.  And  he  (Jesus)  asked 
him  what  is  thy  name,  and  he  answered  him, 
saying,  my  name  is  Legion  for  we  are  many. 

25.  Hath  all  the  fowls  of  the  air  names  and  the 

cattle  of  the  field  ? 
Yes. 

26.  Who  gave  them  their  names  ? 

Father  Adam.  Genesis  ii.  19.  And  out  of 
the  ground  the  Lord  formed  every  beast  of  the 
field,  and  of  the  air,  and  whatsoever  Adam 
called  them,  that  was  the  name  thereof. 

27.  Hath  all  the  stars  that  you  behold  names  ? 
Yes.  Psalm  cxlvii.  4.  He  telleth  the  number 

of  the  stars,  he  calleth  them  all  by  their  names. 
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SECOND  SERIES. 

28.  What  is  God  ? 

He  is  a  material  intelligent  personage,  pos- 
sessing both  body  and  parts. 

29.  Could  he  be  a  being  without  body  and  parts  ? 
No.     Verily,  no. 

30.  What  form  is  he  of  } 

He  is  in  the  form  of  man,  or  rather  man  is 
in  the  form  of  God. 
/3l.   Where  do  you  find  these  proof s  ? 

In  the  Scriptures    of   the   Old    and    New 
Testament. 

32.  Can  you  prove  then  that  man  is  in  the  form  of 
God} 

Yes.  Genesis  v.  1.  In  the  day  that  God 
created  man,  in  the  likeness  of  God  made  he 
him. 

33.  Can  you  mention  the  parts  of  his  body  from 
the  Scriptures  ? 

Yes.  Exodus  xxxiii.  22,  23.  And  I  will 
cover  thee  with  my  hand;  and  I  will  take 
away  my  hand,  and  thou  shalt  see  my  back 
parts,  but  my  face  shall  not  be  seen. 

34.  Can  you  mention  any  more  parts  of  his  body  ? 
Yes.     Exodus  xxiv.  10.     And  they  saw  the 

God  of  Israel,  and  there  was  under  his  feet  as 
it  were  a  paved  work  of  a  sapphire  stone. 
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35.  Did  ever  any  man  speak  face  to  face  with  God} 
Yes. 

3G.   To  whom  did  lie  speak  ? 
To  Moses. 

37.  Can  you  repeat  it  ? 

Yes.  Exodus  xxxiii.  11.  And  the  Lord 
spake  unto  Moses  face  to  face,  as  a  man  speak- 
eth  to  his  friend. 

38.  As  the  God  of  heaven  possesses  body  and  parts , 

doth  he  also  possess  passions  r 

Yes.     He  eats,  he  drinks,  he  loves,  he  hates. 

39.  Where  have  you  an  account  of  his  eating  ? 
When  he  appeared  to  his  servant  Abraham 

on  the  plains  of  Mamre.     Genesis  xviii. 

40.  Did  Abraham  know  that  the  Lord  desired  to 
eat  when  he  appeared  unto  him  ? 

Yes.  Genesis  xviii.  5.  And  I  will  fetch  a 
morsel  of  bread,  and  comfort  ye  your  hearts, 
for  therefore  are  ye  come  to  your  servant. 

41 .  Can  you  point  out  the  object  of  his  love  ? 
Yes.     Malachi  i.  2.     Was  not  Esau  Jacob's 

brother,  saith  the  Lord,  yet  I  love  Jacob. 

42.  What  were  the  things  of  his  hatred  ? 
The  palaces  of  Jacob. 
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43.  Can  you  prove  it  ? 

Yes.  Amos.  vi.  8.  The  Lord  hath  sworn 
by  himself,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  I  abhor 
the  excellency  of  Jacob,  and  hate  his  palaces. 

44.  Can  this   Being    (God)   occupy   two  distinct 
places  at  once  ? 

No. 

45.  Can  he  move  from  planet  to  planet  with  facility 
and  ease  ? 

Yes.  Genesis  xi.  5.  And  the  Lord  came 
down  to  see  the  city  and  the  tower  which  the 
children  of  men  builded. 

46.  With  whom  did  the  Lord  converse  ? 
With  his  servant  Abraham. 

47.  Upon  what  things  did  they  converse  ? 

About  the  destruction  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah. 

48.  Doth  the  Lord  also  reason  with  man  ? 

Yes.  Isaiah  i.  18.  Come  let  us  :  ason 
together,  saith  the  Lord. 

49.  ff^at  is  Jesus  Christ  ? 

He  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  is  every  like 
his  father. 


10 

50.  How  is  he  every  way  like  his  father  ? 

Because  he  is  the  brightness  of  his  father's 
glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person. 

5 1 .  Where  do  you  find  that  proof} 
In  Hebrews  i.  4. 

52.  What  body  doth  Jesus  Christ  possess  ? 
Immortal  flesh  and  immortal  bones. 

53.  Can  you  prove  these  things  ? 

Yes.  Luke  xxiv.  39.  Handle  me  and  see, 
(saith  Jesus)  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and 
bones,  as  you  see  me  have. 

54.  Doth  Jesus  Christ  eat  in  his  resurrected  body  ? 

Yes.  Luke  xxiv.  42,  43.  And  they  gave 
him  (Jesus)  a  piece  of  broiled  fish  and  of  an 
honeycomb ;  and  he  took  it  and  did  eat  before 
them. 

55.  Doth  Jesus  Christ  exercise  all  power  in  heaven 

and  earth  in  his  resurrected  body  ? 

Yes.  Matthew  xxviii.  18.  All  power"  is 
sriven  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth. 

56.  Doth  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Father  both  possess 
a  body  alike  ? 

Yes.  Colossians  ii.  9.  For  in  him  (Jesus) 
dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily. 
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57.  Can  Jesus  Christ  move  from  planet  to  planet 
with  ease  and  alacrity  like  his  father  ? 

Yes.  Acts  i.  9.  And  when  he  had  spoken 
these  things,  while  they  beheld  he  was  taken 
up,  and  a  cloud  received  him  out  of  their  sight. 

58.  Can  Jesus  Christ  occupy  two  distinct  places  at 
once  ? 

No. 

59.  What  are  angels  ? 

They  are  intelligences  of  the  human  species. 
Many  of  them  the  offspring  of  Adam  and  Eve. 

60.  Can  you  prove  what  you  have  now  said  ? 

Yes.  Revelations  xxii.  9.  Then  saith  he  (the 
angel)  unto  me,  see  thou  do  it  not,  for  I  am  thy 
fellow-servant,  and  of  thy  brethren  the  prophets. 

61.  Are  angels  then  resurrected  beings  ? 
Some  of  them. 

62.  What  bodies  do  resurrected  angels  possess  ? 
Immortal  flesh  and  immortal  bones. 

63.  Are  angels  glorious  beings  ? 

Some  of  them ;  but  they  can  veil  their  glory 
by  their  body. 
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THIRD  SERIES. 

C)4.  What  are  men  ? 

They  are  the  offspringof  God  the  Father,  and 
brothers  of  Jesus  Christ. 

65.   What  is  a  righteous  man  destined  to  be  ? 

Like  unto  God  his  father  and  Jesus  Christ 
his  brother. 

G6.  How  is  he  to  attain  to  what  he  is  destined} 

By  coming  in  possession  of  the  knowledge 
of  God  and  of  Jesus  Christ  his  son. 

C7.  How  can  you  prove  it  ? 

By  St.  John  xvii.  3.  And  this  is  eternal  life, 
that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent. 

dS.  By  what  principle  is  man  to  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  God  and  of  his  Son  ? 

By  the  principle  of  Revelation. 
!i9.  Can  they  not  be  known  without  revelation  ': 

No.  Luke  x.  22.  No  man  knoweth  who 
the  Son  is  but  the  Father,  and  who  the  Father 
is  but  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  will 
reveal  him. 

70.  Is  revelation  available  to  every  man  ? 
Yes,  upon  conditions. 
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71 .  What  are  the  conditions  God  requires  ? 
Perfect  obedience  to  his  revealed  law. 

72.  What  law  hath   God  revealed  that  revelation 
can  be  obtained  ? 

To  believe  in  the  Son  of  God,  repent  of  our 
sins,  be  baptized  for  the  same,  have  hands  laid 
on  us  for  the  spirit  of  God,  which  is  a  spirit 
of  revelation. 

73.  Where  do  you  find  that  law  ? 
In  the  Testament  of  Jesus. 

74.  Are  you  commanded  to  believe  in  the  Son  of 

God} 
Yes.     John  iii.  23.     And  this  is  his  com- 
mandment— that  we    should  believe   on   the 
name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

75.  Have  you   any   account   of   the   nature   of 
repentance  ? 

Yes.  Isaiah  i.  16,  17.  Put  away  the  evil 
of  your  doings,  cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well. 

76.  is  baptism  required  after  repentance  is  per- 
formed ? 

Yes.  Acts  ii.  38.  Repent  and  be  baptized, 
every  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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77.  Is   the  Holy   Ghost   only  given  to  those  who 
obey  these  laws  ? 

Yes.  Acts  v.  32.  And  we  are  bis  witnesses, 
and  so  is  also  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  God  hath 
given  to  them  that  obey  him. 

78.  By  what  acts  is  the  Holy  Ghost  communicated 

to  the  obedient  ? 
By  the  act  of  laying  on  of  hands,  which  is 
the  fourth  law  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

79.  Have  you  evidence  for  the  laying  on  of  hands  ? 
Yes.     Acts  viii.  17.      Then   (the  Apostles) 

laid  their  hands  on  them,  and  they  received 
the  Holy  Ghost. 

80.  Who  have  the  legal  right  to  lay  on  hands  ? 
Apostles. 

81.  Who  was  the  first  apostle  in  this  dispensation  ? 
Joseph  Smith. 

82.  What  is  a  dispensation  ? 

A  season  of  God's  mercy  to  man. 

83.  How  did  Joseph  Smith  get  m  possession  of  so 

high  and  so  holy  a  calling  ? 
Through  the  ministration  of  holy  angels. 
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84.  What  more  did   the  angels  make  known  to 
Joseph  ? 

The  Book  of  Mormon,  the  fulness  of  the 
everlasting  gospel. 

85.  Have  you  any  account  of  an  angel  coming  with 

the  everlasting  gospel  ? 
Yes.     Revelations  xiv.  6.     And  I  saw  an 
angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the 
everlasting  gospel  to  preach  to  them  that  dwell 

on  the  earth. 
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86.  Have  you  any  account  of  a  book  sealed  coming 
forth  ? 

Yes.  Isaiah  xxix.  11.  And  the  vision  of 
all  is  become  unto  you  as  the  words  of  a  book 
that  is  sealed — and  so  forth. 

87.  What  does  the  system  of  the  Saints  embrace  ? 
All  truth  in  heaven,    in  earth,  or  in  the 

universe. 

88.  What  do  all  these  questions  teach  you  ? 

To  be  humble  and  mindful  of  the  law  of 
God. 

89.  What  are  you  to  remember  in  your  youth  ? 
My  Creator  and  Redeemer. 
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90.  Do  you  pray  ? 
Yes. 

91.  What  do  you  pray  for} 

That  the  people  of  God  may  be  preserved 
from  the  danger  of  the  world — but  more  so 
from  the  evils. 


92.  As  the  day  is  far  spent  and  the  night  is  at 
hand,  let  me  hear  if  you  order  your  words 
aright  before  God} 

0  God,  my  heavenly  Father,  I  thank  thee, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  all  the 
benefits  of  thy  mercy  this  day ;  and  I  ask 
thee  to  give  me  thy  fatherly  care  this  night ; 
give  thy  spirit  to  them  that  are  wear)'  in  thy 
church,  and  ready  to  faint,  lest  they  fall  from 
thy  ways  and  die.  Expand  my  young  and 
tender  mind,  to  behold  thy  law,  that  I  may 
know  thee  in  my  youth,  so  that  1  may  be  able 
to  withstand  the  evils  of  the  world  in  my 
riper  years ;  strengthen  and  sustain  my  father 
and  my  mother  to  provide  for  my  many  wants, 
and  may  I  live  to  render  back  to  thee  the 
gratitude  which  I  owe,  even  so,  Amen. 


